INTRODUCTION
The West African regional body was established in 1975 with the aim of integrating the regional community in the area of commerce, trade and industry for the purpose of developing the region economically . The regional body, Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) subsequently shifted from the economic focus to more broad areas such as political fields in relation to Conflict prevention, conflict management, and conflict resolution (Francis, 2009 ). On these bases, ECOWAS has played vital roles in conflict management and resolution within the West African sub-region.
There are countries where the ECOWAS regional body participated actively in resolving political conflict through peacekeeping operations in countries such as Sierra Leone, Liberia, Guinea-Bissau, and Cote d'Ivoire (Adeleke, 1995; Gershoni, 1997; Francis, 2009; Bah, 2010) . This motivation was engineered by the West African countries such as Nigeria, Guinea, Ghana, Sierra Leone, and The Gambia, which formed the ECOWAS Monitoring Group(ECOMOG) which was established on the 6 th -7 th of August, 1990 during the meeting of the ECOWAS in the Gambia's capital city of Banjul (Adibe, 1997) . ECOWAS deployed a military intervention in Liberia on the 24 th of August, 1990 through her peacekeeping force known as ECOMOG (Inegbedion, 1994) . The ECOWAS leadership in 1990 led by General Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria deployed the ECOMOG to peacekeeping operations in the Liberian civil war.
Political conflict as seen in Liberia was not the last conflict in the West African sub-region. Cote d'Ivoire also witnessed political conflict. However, the essence of this work is to look at the two countries under study in this paper which basically concerns the role of ECOWAS on peace and conflict in Nigeria and The Gambia. In the case of Nigeria, the country witnessed political conflict from 2010 to 2015. The Boko Haram attacks against the Nigerian State did not stop in 2015, considering the fact that they even occupied about 14 Local Government Areas in Nigeria from the North-Eastern States of Borno, Adamawa and Yobe respectively. The conflict was said to be geared up by the power sharing agreement within the country between the North and South geo-political zones. Ofuatey-Kodjoe (1994) observed that Nigeria played an aggressive role in establishing ECOWAS as well as playing key roles in the peace and security sustenance of the West African regional body.
More so, the country Nigeria became engulfed with political crisis as a result of the activities of the Boko Haram insurgency, it was this insurgency which started attacks on the country in 2009 during the President Yar'Adua's led government. The President who was Yar'Adua laterdied and the Vice-President; Goodluck Jonathan took over power as enshrined by the Nigerian constitution of 1999. President Jonathan assumed power as the country's leader on the 6 th of May, 2010. This work would examine the political conflict therein which also had religious undertone as well as regional dimension.In the case of the Gambia's political conflict which was bloodless, the work would also examine the role played by ECOWAS in resolving the conflict.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of the study are to examine the following: 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
Firstly, the paper looks at the issues that engineered the Nigeria's political conflict and assessed the role of ECOWAS in addressing the conflict.
1) The Truncated Zoning Arrangements:
The work of Ololajulo (2016) argues that the principle of zoningpolitical offices was a mechanism or tool in balancing the ethno-religious conflict that may emanate from the country's major ethnic groups such as the HausaFulani, Igbo and Yoruba; as well as the two major religious identities in Nigeria known as the Christians and the Muslims. (2013) noted that the Late Andrew Azazi had allegedly argued that Boko Haram were being sponsored by some senior members of the then ruling political party, the PDP. Ademowo (2015) connotes that, the Late General Azazi's comments on Boko Haram summarizes their activities as influence from political quarters while blaming the security agencies of their inability to suppress the insurgents. Udounwa (2013) opined that the country's security infrastructure needed a build-up considering the fact that the country's security forces do not have adequate weapons to fight the Boko Haram insurgents. The country's security budget was increased in 2012 becoming the largest amount ever spent on Nigeria's security. Agbiboa (2013) argued that the realities of poverty and economic deprivation such as unemployment are considerably serious issues on why the youths join the Boko Haram sect to work for them in attacking the Nigerian state especially from the Northern part of the country where the group originated from. The Boko Haram attacks continued till the tenure of President Jonathan was over in 2015 and he was equally defeated in the 2015 presidential elections that took place. After he left office as the President, a new President, Bahari took over power on the 29h of May, 2015. His administration was able to recapture the 14 Local Government Areas that were formerly taken over by the Boko Haram.
2) The Role of ECOWAS on Peace and Conflict Resolution in Nigeria:
The work of Onuoha (2014) acknowledged that, Boko Haram sect is a security threat to the members of the ECOWAS regional group. As such, ECOWAS adopted a strategy to stop terrorism within the region. Boko Haram which originally started her attacks in Nigeria, later spread to other countries such as Chad, Niger and Cameroon (Onapajo,Uzodike&Whetho, 2012) . Niger Republic is a member of the ECOWAS community. ECOWAS adopted the Political Declaration and Common Position against Terrorism in 2013. The work further explained that, the regional counter terrorism strategy and an Implementation Plan is to help the regional group in countering all forms of terrorist activities in the region. The work noted that Nigeria remains a giant in the security architecture of the West Africa regional community.
Secondly, the paper examines the role of ECOWAS in resolving the Gambia's political conflict.
1) The Long Term Leadership of President Yahya Jammeh:
The political conflict in Gambia became pronounced in December, 2016 after the democratic elections that took place in the country's presidential elections. President Yahya Jammeh, a long serving leader in office as the president of The Gambia from 1994 to 21 st of January, 2017 became the country's second leader after succeeding Dawda Jawara who ruled from the inception of the country's independence in 1965. President Yahya Jammeh, organized the elections that led to his defeat on the 1 st of December, 2016. When the result was announced by the Gambia's electoral body, President Jammeh at first accepted the results and he conceded defeat which was widely accepted by the international community and had applauded Jammeh (The Guardian, 21 December, 2016).
In that election, the people voted for the opposition leader Adama Barrow. The President-elect, Adama Barrow was forced to leave on exile considering the political conflict between the two political leaders. This took place on the 9 th of December, 2016 when President Yahya Jammeh turned to say, he no longer accepted the outcome of the December 1 st , 2016 result which he initially accepted its outcome. At that stage, the ECOWAS stepped in to assist the country in resolving the political crisis which could have claimed the lives of many Gambians.
2) The Role of ECOWAS on Peace and conflict resolution:
The ECOWAS regional community comprised leaders from Nigeria, Ghana, Senegal, Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leon who united to resolve the political conflict in Gambia. ECOWAS standby force was also involved in the peace and conflict resolution of the Gambia's political crisis. On the advice of the ECOWAS regional group, Presidentelect, Adama Barrow fled to Senegal where he stayed, and was officially sworn in to office as the country's president in Gambia's Embassy, Senegal with theECOWAS Standby Force comprising the ECOWAS Armed Forces from Nigeria, Senegal, Ghana and Sierra Leon. President Yahya Jammeh finally agreed and stepped down as President of the Gambia under the mediation of the ECOWAS leaders. More so, the new President Adama Barrow returned to Gambia from Senegal after the former President, Yahya Jammeh went on exile (The Guardian, 21 January, 2017).
CONCLUSIONS
The role of ECOWAS on peace and conflict resolution in the West Africa sub-region has greatly improved the stability of the region considering the fact that, conflict issues such as political, economic, social and identity crisis occurs from time to time. Through ECOWAS leadership, countries such as Liberia, Gambia, Sierra Leon, Guinea and Cote d'Ivoire witnessed resolution on issues that led to such conflicts. This paper concludes that, early warning mechanism should always be used in preventing further occurrences on bloody conflicts and war in West Africa.
RECOMMENDATIONS
This research work recommends measures that can be taken to prevent future occurrences as well as to resolve the current situations in some countries.
I. Provision of Employment for the Youths:
The youths are mostly used during the state of war in carrying arms against the government and innocent souls. Some of the youths who involve themselves in carrying arms are unemployed. They do not have any source of livelihood which makes them available for such acts as well as being used by the sponsors as the case maybe. Measures can then be taken by the government to create more jobs through private-public partnerships.
Through the sectors that may be neglected in countries where mono-economy is practiced, diversification of the economy should be employed. An example is that, some countries have neglected their tourism industry, to some mining, while some the development of their agricultural sector, such sectors should be developed so as to create more jobs for the youths. When the youths are gainfully employed, they will have something doing which would make them unavailable to carrying arms and killing innocent people.
II.
Early warning mechanism should be employed:
In some cases, before conflict could break-up, some governments in African States do not take pre-cautions in averting issues that could lead to conflict. As such, they neglect issues at the very beginning during agitations and when such issues are not addressed, it may transform into war. Therefore, all issues that are raised through agitations should be taken into due consideration on how such could be addressed in order to prevent conflicts between the agitators and the government. This is done through the early warning mechanism system. Where early warning is neglected, the people suffer a lot especially when innocent people are being killed and the country turns into a state of political instability.
Addressing issues through the early warning mechanism also preserves the country's stability and as such, could promote peace and security sustainability where international business could also strive peacefully. There is need for African leaders to develop a comprehensive early warning mechanism system so as to create consciousness among the people and the governments of African States.
III. Regional Integration through Sub-Regional Blocks:
In Africa, there are regional blocks such as Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Southern African Development Community (SADC), East African Community (EAC), and Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), these regional bodies can also apply the early warning mechanism within their sub-regions so as to put the countries within the region to look into issues that are raised through agitations at the very beginning before they could transform from conflict to war which may affect international business within the region.
The work of Terwase, Abdul-Talib & Zengeni (2014) observed similar issues such as agitations, which, when they are taken into consideration at the early stage, could prevent further conflicts that may occur. African leaders through the regional blocks should have one voice that would sustain peace and security sustainability. The researcher observed that, ECOWAS has played an effective role in the past in building and sustaining peace and security through their diplomatic ties in resolving conflicts in countries such as Mali, Liberia, Ivory Coast, and Sierra Leon. Such resolution of conflict promotes peaceful environments where international businesses could strive.
IV. Rural-Urban Infrastructure Development:
The roads in the rural areas need to be developed, most of the African people living in the rural areas are farmers and when they produce goods as products from their farm lands, such products should be transported effectively to the urban centers for the purpose of turning it into finished goods. As such, the government through private-public partnership should engage in developing both the rural and urban communities in the area of infrastructural development.
Again, more industries can be sited in the rural areas where the raw materials abound and in some cases are being wasted. The international businessmen and multinational companies can also look into this direction where the rural communities envisage tapping the natural resources that are found therein. Another dimension is employing rural electrification within African rural communities so as to develop the said areas. This will promote business activities where raw materials are found in such communities. Notwithstanding, the urban centers too need adequate attention in developing the infrastructure such as health systems, constructing good roads, providing school facilities, as well as engaging electrification in all communities within the urban centers.
Placing National Interest above Personal Interest:
African leaders need to set examples to their followers (the people, citizenries) on how to place national interests above personal interests. There is great need for re-orientation of the hearts and mind of the African people. Some of the reasons why the people fight the government are when they see a government that does not yield to the aspiration of the people. This can also be examined in African countries where the leaders want to remain in power till their death.
